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The Lakeland Police Department is investigating a suspicious incident regarding significant injuries 
that occurred to an infant on March 6, 2010.  The grandmother of the infant, Bridgit Ward,  is the 
legal guardian of the infant.  Ward returned home from work and discovered the infant not 
breathing.  The infant had been in the care of his stepfather, Ryan Joe Clarke, DOB:  3/27/80, while 
Ward was at work.  Ward and Clarke rushed the infant to L.R.M.C.  The infant was air lifted to 
Tampa General Hospital where he remains in critical condition with life threatening injuries. 

The investigation indicated that the suspect intentionally inflicted injuries on the infant while he was 
in his care.  Lakeland Police Department obtained a warrant for the arrest of Clarke who lives in 
Orlando.  Clarke was taken into custody late this afternoon without incident by the Orlando Police 
Department, who was working in conjunction with Lakeland Police Detectives.  Clarke is currently 
in Orange County Jail and has been charged with Attempted Felony Murder (F1), and Aggravated 
Child Abuse (F1).   

This incident remains under investigation.  Media inquiries should be directed to Sergeant Terri 
Smith, PIO, 863.834.6917.    

This information is also posted on www.lpdonlinenews.com. 

Ryan Joe Clark 
DOB: 3/27/80
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