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On November 17, 2009, just before midnight, Lakeland Police were in the area of the 1706 West 
Parker Street assisting PCSO in reference to a search for a suspect.  The suspect had fled from the 
scene of a burglary that had just occurred.  The scene of the burglary was in the county and the 
suspect had fled into the city limits of Lakeland.   

A short time later, there was a call of a residential burglary in progress at 353 Dawn Street - the area 
that the suspect had fled to.  The suspect broke into the residence at 353 Dawn Street through a 
window and was confronted by the victim.  At that time, the suspect stabbed the victim 
approximately 30 times.  The victim (Daniel Granton, DOB:  8/20/54) sustained wounds to his chest 
area as well as other parts of the body causing life threatening injuries.  The suspect, Noel Cruz-
Diego (DOB: 3/26/95), also took the victim’s wallet, then fled the scene and was later apprehended by 
police and charged with Attempted Felony Murder, Home Invasion Robbery and Burglary to a 
Conveyance (2 counts). 

The victim was transported to LRMC where he remains in critical condition at this time. Media 
inquiries should be directed to Jack Gillen, 863-834-6949.  This information also posted on 
www.lpdonlinenews.com. 

 

Noel Cruz-Diego  
(2007 photo on left, current photo on right) 

H/M   DOB:  2/26/95 
819 N Davis Street, Lakeland FL 
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